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Covid-19 is not transmitted
by food, says WHO expert

MANGALURU, DHNS: “Food hasnotbeen
implicated in the transmission of Cov-
id-19,” former CEO of Food Safety Au-
thority of Ireland and WHO expert Prof
Alan Reillystressed, whiledelivering the
Nitte University's “World Food Safety
Day Oration-2021".

Prof Alan Rielly spoke on ‘Strenthen-
ing National Food Safety Systems-Chal-
lenges in the Era of Covid-19".

Heoutlined the theme of ‘World Food
Safety Day 2021 -- Safe Food Now For A
Healthy Tomorrow' and explained how
food safetyisashared responsibilityofall
operators in the foodchain from primary
production to final consumption.

He elaborated food safety challeng-
es during Covid-19 particularly with
evidence coming regarding the role of
aerosols in spread of SARS CoV2 and
the associated risks to food processing
personnel. He emphasised that food has
not been implicated in transmission of
Covid-19.

Prof Alan Reilly also spoke about the
importance of adopting one health ap-
proach involving medical, veterinary
and environmental specialists in man-
aging food safety issues in the context
of emergence of zoonotic diseases as a
major public healthissue.

Nitte University Vice Chancellor

Dr Satheesh Kumar Bhandary high-
lighted the challenges for implement-
ing food safety in India and measures
being taken in the University to ensure
thatsafe and nutritious food isdelivered
to the students residing in hostels in the
University campus.

The event was organised under the
Technology Enabling Center funded by
the Department of Science and Tech-
nology, Government of India. Dr Iddya
Karunasagar, advisor, Research, high-
lighted the importance being given to
food-related technologies in the Tech-
nology Enabling Center and the rele-
vance of World Food Safety Day.
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